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tale about the puritan witch trials in the late 1600 s salem massachusetts and how this historical play s lessons apply to contemporary society

studienarbeit aus dem jahr 2006 im fachbereich anglistik literatur note 2 6 universität rostock institut für anglistik amerikanistik veranstaltung
hauptseminar american classics o neill sprache deutsch abstract das drama the crucible spielt 1692 in salem und erstreckt sich über einen
zeitraum von frühjahr bis herbst eine gruppe von mädchen um abigail  williams wird beim tanzen im wald bei nacht von reverend parris
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beobachtet daraufhin bricht eine teufelshysterie aus anfangs wird angst vor seinen gegnern und den schauspielerischen einlagen der mädchen
geschürt die erste anklage der mädchen erfolgt aus der not heraus nachdem nächtlichen tanzen im wald liegt betty krank im bett und parris
drängt die mädchen zu einer erklärung er glaubt abigail nicht als sie ihm sagt dass das nur zu spaß war durch sein drängen belasten sie tituba
alle anschuldigungen die dieser folgen machen die mädchen aus spaß aus angst vor der verurteilung zum tode gestehen sie einen pakt mit dem
teufel geschlossen zu haben die hysterie kann nicht mehr gestoppt werden millers zentrales thema ist die gescheiterte ehe des john proctors der
seine frau zuvor mit seiner dienstmagd abigail williams betrogen hat als seine frau davon mitbekommt kündigt sie abigails arbeitsverhältnis
daraufhin rächt sich abigail indem sie mrs proctor der ketzerei bezichtigt mit dem ziel mr proctor für sich zu gewinnen miller schreibt in seiner
biographie dass er die anregung zum zentralen thema der gescheiterten ehe des john proctors aus charles w upham s meisterwerk aus dem 19
jahrhundert salem witchcraft bezogen hat er benutzt in the crucibledie hexenjagd um auf die kommunistenverfolgung in amerika am anfang
der 50er jahre durch den senator mccarthy aufmerksam zu machen in seiner biographie schreibt er dass er durch marion starkey s the devil in
massechuttes die erinnerungen an seinen geschichtsunterricht über die geschichte von salem wieder zu tage kamen fernsehübertragungen von
verhören vermeintlicher kommunisten bzw anhängern veranlassen ihn dazu nach salem zu fahren und in den verhörprotokollen von 1692 zu
recherchieren miller schildert die situation mccarthy s rise was only beginning and no one guessed that it would grow beyond the power of the
president himself until the army finally brought him down my decision to attempt a play on salem witchcraft trail was tentative i would not only
be writing myself into the wilderness politically but personally as well

quicklets learn more read less arthur miller was one of the twentieth century s most important playwrights strongly influenced by the bold
naturalism of henrik ibsen he changed the landscape of american theatrical drama with his social realist masterpiece death of a salesman in 1949
miller was awarded a tony and a pulitzer prize for the play in 1953 miller debuted the crucible a politically charged work with obvious parallels to
the house un american actvities committee lead by joseph mccarthy miller s play about a literal witch hunt commented on mccarthy s search for
communists in the united states in 1996 miller wrote a screenplay adaptation of the crucible the film starred winona ryder and daniel day lewis
miller received an academy award nomination for the screenplay the crucible was first performed on broadway at the martin beck theater on
january 22 1953 miller felt the staging was cold and over stylized a sentiment echoed by many reviewers however the new york times lauded the
play as a powerful work in 1953 the crucible was awarded a tony for best play it is now considered a classic of modern american theater

seminar paper from the year 2000 in the subject american studies literature grade 1 7 a university of münster anglistics american studies course
advanced seminar modern american drama language english abstract as arthur miller states in his autobiography 1 the crucible has become his
most frequently produced play this great success of a conventional drama can certainly not be explained without regard to its political message
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when the play was first performed in 1953 its audiences were quick to recognize the connections between the witch craze in 17th century
massachusetts and the american anti communist hysteria of their own time like any literary text the crucible reflects the conditions under which
it was produced and miller himself says that he could not have written it at any other time 2 since in this case parallels between the events in both
times are extremely striking it seems necessary for the understanding and interpretation of the play to explain its dual historical context at the
same time it would be wrong to interpret miller s drama against this background only or as reitz puts it the crucible ist kein schlüsseldrama das
auf die vordergründige aktualität von wiedererkennungseffekten setzt und zu diesem zweck anhänger und gegner mccarthys als puritaner
kostümiert 3 miklos trocsanyi argues similarly pointing out that miller was glad when in the contemporary criticism less and less mention was
made of  and parallel  drawn between the witchcraft  hysteria  and mccarthyism it  meant  that  the deeper  message was  more and more
appreciated 4 finding out about this deeper message is what the analysis of the dual historical context aims at therefore this research paper will
after explaining the historical circumstances of both the salem witch hunt and the american anticommunism under mccarthy focus on parallel
phenomena underlying the events in both times this comparison which will be made from a psychological point of view is intended to reveal why
miller s play is presently being approached more and more frequently as a cultural and historical study rather than a political allegory 5

this series provides comprehensive reading and study guides for some of the world s most important literary masterpieces each title features
concise critical excerpts that provide a scholarly overview of each work the story behind the story detailing the conditions under which the work
was written and a biographical sketch of the author a descriptive list of characters an extensive summary and analysis and an annotated
bibliography

in a small tight knit community gossip and rumour spread like wildfire inflaming personal grievances until no one is safe from accusation and
vengeance seen as a chilling parallel to the mccarthyism and repressive culture of fear that gripped america in the 1950s the crucible s timeless
appeal and universal themes remain as strong today as when the play opened on broadway in 1953 this student edition features an extensive
introduction by susan abbotson which includes a chronology of miller s life and times a summary of the plot commentary on the characters
themes language context and production history of the play together with questions for further study and notes on words and phrases from the
text this is the essential text of the play for students of literature and drama

seminar paper from the year 2016 in the subject english language and literature studies literature grade 1 7 university of bonn institut für anglistik
amerikanistik und keltologie course american drama language english abstract the salem witch hunt and the mccarthy era they are definitely
two of the rather unpleasant chapters of american history to think of even though there are more than 250 years of distance between these two
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periods there are still several parallels to be perceived one might say history repeats itself one of the attempts to combine the events of 1692 and
the 1950s and point out their similarities was made by america s famous playwright arthur miller the crucible was written in 1953 and is set in 1692
salem the play would become by far arthur miller s most frequently performed play in the context of mccarthyism the audiences soon interpreted
the play as a veiled attack on the current chase after communists in the country however arthur miller time and again denied such an intention
but it appears conceivable that the play was shaped in a way by miller s experiences during mccarthyism the work in hands is supposed to find
out whether the crucible can be referred to as a play with a dual historical context in the first chapter of the work the apparent historical
background the salem witch trials of 1692 will be outlined briefly following this the play s formation context america s 1950s and mccarthyism will
be thematized as arthur miller experienced the consequences of the 20th century witch hunt himself chapter four deals with his experiences with
mccarthyism and how it might have affected him writing the play the next chapter then analyzes the crucible in more detail and points out
passages that can be related to the events of the 1950s and potentially contain hidden criticism finally in chapter six there will be an attempt to
give an answer to the question whether the crucible can be considered a play with a dual historical context or not as many of the documents of
the salem witch trials still exist the course of events can easily be reconstructed with regard to the events of the 1950s documents are mainly
retained by the fbi but however a few surveys of accused people could be reconstructed either by reports of the accused or by tapes and
documents that were somehow not kept under wraps by the fbi as arthur miller is one of america s most famous playwrights his plays evoked the
interest of many scholars over the last decades

1  a  theater  of  containment  liberalism 2  empty boys  queer  others  and consumerism 3  family  circles  racial  others  and suburbanization 4
fragmented heroes female others and the bomb

the role of civil disobedience the act of defying society for the greater good is examined in 1984 antigone the crucible fahrenheit 451 and many
more works

new york magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the new york herald tribune and quickly made a place for itself as the trusted
resource for readers across the country with award winning writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and
fashion the magazine s consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself while celebrating
new york as both a place and an idea

an introduction to arthur miller s play the crucible discussing the author s life the impact of the play its plot cast of characters literary criticism and
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pertinence for today s audiences

this volume was first published by inter disciplinary press in 2014 no term is so evocative as madness indeed no scholarly definition of madness
exists hardly surprising given that constructions and representations of madness are products of social economic historical and philosophical
forces and cannot be separated from the social conditions under which they appear how we understand madness then relies on the metaphors
and tropes used to represent it and these are as variable as the contexts giving rise to madness nevertheless enduring cross cultural and cross
historical themes emerge in the study of madness associating it with the monstrous the tragically heroic and the feminine the continuity of these
themes raises questions highlighting the centrality of power to understanding of madness who defines madness from what position within what
context and with what intended outcome madness then participates in and constructs its own rhizomatic madness inviting us to draw on a
multiplicity of knowledges and positionings to make sense of it

part of a series of literature guides designed for gcse coursework requirements this book contains author details background to the work
summaries of the text critical commentaries analysis of characterization and sample questions with guideline answers

this reference investigates the role of landscape in popular works and in doing so explores the time in which they were written literary geography
an encyclopedia of real and imagined settings is an authoritative guide for students teachers and avid readers who seek to understand the
importance of setting in interpreting works of literature including poetry by examining how authors and poets shaped their literary landscapes in
such works as the great gatsby and nineteen eighty four readers will discover historical political and cultural context hidden within the words of
their favorite reads the alphabetically arranged entries provide easy access to analysis of some of the most well known and frequently assigned
pieces of literature and poetry entries begin with a brief introduction to the featured piece of literature and then answer the questions how is
literary landscape used to shape the story how is the literary landscape imbued with the geographical political cultural and historical context of
the author s contemporary world whether purposeful or not pop up boxes provide quotes about literary landscapes throughout the book and an
appendix takes a brief look at the places writers congregated and that inspired them a comprehensive scholarly bibliography of secondary
sources pertaining to mapping physical and cultural geography ecocriticism and the role of nature in literature rounds out the work

arguably one of the most important of america s playwrights arthur miller s life has been an outpouring of writing fifteen original full length plays
two stage adaptations a musical seven one act plays a volume of short stories a novel three novellas four screen plays over one hundred essays an
autobiography and a wealth of letters interviews and collaborations unfortunately the most recent bibliographic work dedicated to miller was
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published in 1979 two decades ago stefani koorey s arthur miller s life and literature remedies this deficiency with a practical book created for the
modern researcher not only is this the first work to include cd roms internet sites and other media related materials it indexes literary criticism
and reviews for  all  of  miller  s  dramatic  works and presents a  detailed catalogue of  miller  manuscripts  and typescript  archive collections
nationwide additionally the book includes citations for topics related to the dramatist s personal life finally the text contains a chronological listing
of 111 unpublished doctoral dissertations on miller the most up to date and comprehensive collection of millerania yet arthur miller s life and
literature will open up new avenues for the serious researcher as well as for students beginning to explore the dramatist s body of works

pre university paper from the year 2008 in the subject english language and literature studies literature grade 1 7 language english abstract
arthur miller one of the most important sociocritical dramatists of the 20th century treats in his famous play the crucible the witch hunts of salem
in 1692 considering this drama the biography of miller and the political situation in the date of origin of the crucible i would like to clarify the
coherences between the drama and the highhanded persecution of inculpable humans in the american 1950s at the time of mccarthyism the
first part of my work deals with arthur miller his life and his play the crucible in this part i would like to elucidate miller s personal connection to
the anti communist campaign furthermore i would like to show the destructiveness of rumours with regard to the executions happened in the
late 17th century and accurate reflected in the crucible moreover i will enlarge upon the effects of the religion in this case puritanism on the
behaviour of the bourgeois and the justice the second part of my work deals with joseph mccarthy his life the commencements of mccarthyism
the course of the trials and decline of mccarthyism in this part i would like to show the arbitrariness of joseph mccarthy with which he accused
innocent people furthermore i will enlarge on the cruelly effects of such persecutions which destroy the person s futures and as to the crucible
the whole life part three of my work will consist of conclusions about the impact of mccarthyism and arthur miller s drama the crucible
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